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5  E L E M E N T  H O U S E

Rising high and at the level of the Sahyadris, the story begins where the Five Elements meet - The Earth and The Sky, with Air, Water 

and Fire in-between - molded from the earth and open to the vast surrounding, allowing the outside to step in.  The design allowed 

the world outside to grow along and within the spaces of the structure itself. “The abode exists in tandem with the elements around 

it – a subliminal nod to nature itself.” 

A Conversation with Puran Kumar

The textured and subdued wintergreen walls grow warmer in 

tone under the sun and mimic the tones of earth; which not 

only blends in with the landscape but gives the impression of 

a mass that has grown and emerged from the land on which it 

rests. Each level responds to the contour which gives rise to a 

dynamic and playful mix of risers and landings - a homage to the 

hills. The footprint ensures that the site has been altered to a 

bare minimum. 

A simple and earthy palette of materials and tones – limestone 

(Shahabad & Kadappa), sandstone, slate, teak wood, terracotta 

tiles, exposed brick, cement plaster, mild steel - complement 

and respect the site and its surroundings. 

Taking advantage of the site and the surroundings, the design 

evolved from a cohesive single unit to a structure that spreads 

out in blocks, akin to a jigsaw, with built and unbuilt spaces 

interlocking to create a whole. The unbuilt open spaces act as 

natural extensions that exist as distinct entities which seamlessly 

merge to convey the duality of space.  As the extensions branch 

out in the form of bridges, the disparate blocks come together, 

effectively eliminating the sense of distance one would expect 

to feel in a space of this scale.

Segregated into numerous zones – the master block, the kids 

block, the living block and the guest block – the house takes 

into account the family’s requirements and their professional 

inclinations. Each zone spills out into an informal space – the 

aangan (a small courtyard), the pool, the lily pond – that ensures 

WKH� FRQWLQXLW\� DQG� ćRZ� RI� VSDFHV� IURP� WKH� LQWHULRU� WR� WKH�

exterior. A divide between the guest block and the living block 

acts as a magnet and the true entrance of the house –enticing 

and pulling the user in, towards the view of the lake and the 

range – bringing forth an element of surprise in the form of the 

silhouette that is the house itself. 

The living area acts as the fulcrum of the house, asserting itself 

as the warm welcoming safe haven, while the remaining three 

zones provide privacy, and are reserved to retreat or retire at 

night. If the living area is the heart of the house, then the ‘aangan’ 

is the soul. The ‘aangan’ is envisioned as an informal yet deeply 

personal space for the family of four.

An edgeless cantilevered swimming pool, in line with the dam, 

breaks forth and juts out towards the crystalline lake, a vast 

pervasive expanse yet seemingly only a stone’s throw away.  As 

a direct response to the site – the altitude and the prevailing 

FOLPDWLF� FRQGLWLRQV� å� FXUUHQWV� RI� ZLQG� DUH� DOORZHG� WR� ćRZ�

through the numerous openings and are directed along the two 

main axes of the site – from the ‘aangan’ to the entrance and 

from the pool to lily pond.

What were the challenges you faced with the site being contoured?

The contour was seen more as an asset than a challenge – a feature to play with, that eventually 

HQKDQFHG�WKH�GHVLJQ�TXRWLHQW�RI�WKH�KRXVH��$Q\�GLIĆFXOWLHV� IDFHG�ZHUH�SXUHO\� ORJLVWLFDO�DQG�

involved access to and from the site. 

What are the pros and cons of designing in a contoured site as compared to a plain one?

7KH�SRUWLRQ�RI� WKH�SORW��ZKHUH�WKH�KRXVH�UHVWV�QRZ��ZDV�SLFNHG�VSHFLĆFDOO\� IRU� LWV� IULHQGOLHU�

slope as opposed to the rest of the site. 

This also allowed the design to develop with interplay of levels and a juxtaposition of spaces 

that framed and led the user to different vantage points. 

+RZ�GLG�\RX�GHYHORS�\RXU�FRQFHSW�RI�ĆYH�HOHPHQWV"

The story begins where the Five Elements meet - The Earth and The Sky, with Air, Water and 

Fire in-between - molded from the earth and open to the vast surround, allowing the outside 

to step in.

The House embodies and echoes the natural elements which could not be ignored. A clear 

balance has been maintained between the sensibilities of design and the context – accentuating 

a desire to build in an organic fashion. 

What/Who was your inspiration behind the design?

The design evolved as a direct response to the site at hand – the shimmering lake and the 

resolute Sahyadris in the distance – all the while respecting the requirements of the client. 

A perfect family retreat house, what are the elements that together create this perfection?

7KH� �� (OHPHQW� +RXVH�� VSHFLĆFDOO\�� KDV� EHHQ� GHVLJQHG� WR� FDSLWDOL]H� RQ� LWV� VXUURXQGLQJ�� $Q�

edgeless cantilevered swimming pool, in line with the dam, breaks forth and juts out towards 

the crystalline lake, an invitation for the water body to enter the house; a vast pervasive 

expanse yet seemingly only a stone’s throw away.  

Taking advantage of the site and the surround, the design evolved from a cohesive single 

unit to a structure that spreads out in blocks, akin to a jigsaw, with built and unbuilt spaces 

interlocking to create a whole. The unbuilt open spaces act as natural extensions that exist 

as distinct entities which seamlessly merge to convey the duality of space.  As the extensions 

branch out in the form of bridges, the disparate blocks come together, effectively eliminating 

the sense of distance one would expect to feel in a space of this scale.

How important it is for the user to have a place that delves into nature?

It has become almost mandatory to break away from the monotonous ritual of life in the city. 

A simple retreat, that allows one to re-align with oneself and rejuvenate, within the folds of 

nature, is of paramount importance.
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SECTiON bb

drESSINg bEdrOOM bEdrOOM

bAlANCINg TANK

COurTYArd STAIrCASE/
FOYEr

SECTiON AA

drESSINg
COurTYArd PATIO/vErANdAH lIvINg dININg ENTrANCE POrCH

FOYEr/STAIrCASE

SECTiON CC

COurTYArd/
vErANdAH

drESSINg MASTEr 
bEdrOOM

SECTiON DD

vErANdAH lIvINg POWdEr 
rOOM

PONd

OuTdOOr lOuNgE

SECTiON EE

guEST blOCK bEdrOOMCOurTYArdENTrANCE blOCK PrOJECTION/
rOOM

POWdEr 
rOOM

vErANdAH/
PATIO

AbOVE |  PErCHEd ON A HIllTOP OvErlOOKINg PAvANA lAKE, THE HOuSE IS A dIrECT rESPONSE TO THE PrISTINE lANdSCAPE.

LEFT |  SECTION dETAIlS 
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UPPER LEVEL PLAN

LEGEND

1. ENTrANCE FOYEr

2. ENTrANCE lOuNgE

3. lIvINg rOOM 

4. dININg 

5. drY KITCHEN 

6. WET KITCHEN 

7. uTIlITY 

8. POWdEr rOOM

9. PrOJECTION rOOM

10. EdITINg rOOM 

11. PATIO 

12. PONd 

13. dECK 

14. POOl 

15. THE AANgAN

16. FOYEr 

17. lOuNgE 

18. MASTEr bEdrOOM

19. MASTEr drESS

20. MASTEr bATH

21. COurT

22. bEdrOOM-1

23. PATIO(bEdrOOM-1)

24. bATH/drESSINg

25. bEdrOOM-2

26. drESSINg

27. bATH 

28. PATIO(guEST blOCK)

29. guEST bEdrOOM

30. guEST bATH 

31. FOYEr 

32. POWdEr rOOM 

33. bAlCONY 

34. dECK 

35. dEN 

36. TErrACE
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LOWER LEVEL PLAN

FLOORiNG : lIMESTONE, SANdSTONE, SlATE

iNTERiOR FiNiSHES : CEMENT PlASTEr, PAINT, TErrAzzO 

FINISH, ExPOSEd brICK

LiGHT FiXTURES : CuSTOMISEd

KiTCHEN FiXTURES :  FrANKE 

SANiTARY WARE & CP FiTTiNGS : KOHlEr, JAquAr, HINdWArE

FURNiTURE : CuSTOMISEd

SOFT FURNiSHiNGS : CuSTOMISEd

MATERiAL SPECiFiCATiONS

AbOVE |  THE dESIgN 

AllOWS THE WOrld 

OuTSIdE TO grOW 

AlONg ANd WITHIN 

THE SPACES OF THE 

STruCTurE ITSElF.

bELOW|  THE POOl 

brEAKS FOrTH ANd 

JuTS OuT TOWArdS THE 

lAKE, A vAST PErvASIvE 

ExPANSE YET SEEMINglY 

ONlY A STONE’S THrOW 

AWAY.

OPPOSiTE |  FlOOr 

PlANS & MATErIAl 

SPECIFICATIONS



152 153

THE NIgHT ONlY AddS TO THE dYNAMISM OF THE HOuSE ANd THE SCENErY ArOuNd.
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AbOVE | AN EdglElESS 

CANTIlEvErEd  

SWIMMINg POOl IN 

FrONT OF THE HOuSE 

TAKES THE brEATH 

AWAY.

bELOW | THE lIvINg 

ArEA ACTS AS THE 

FulCruM OF THE 

HOuSE, ASSErTINg 

ITSElF AS THE WArM 

WElCOMINg SAFE 

HAvEN.

OPPOSiTE AbOVE | THE 

SEAMlESS CONNECTION 

OF THE INSIdE ANd 

OuTSIdE OF THE HOuSE.

OPPOSiTE bELOW | 

THE HEAvENlY vIEW 

FrOM THE lIvINg 

blOCK OF THE HOuSE, 

PENETrATINg WITH 

NATurE.
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AbOVE | vIEW OF 

THE KId'S blOCK ANd 

MASTEr blOCK ON 

EITHEr SIdE WITH 

THE lIvINg blOCK.

bELOW | vIEW OF 

THE guEST blOCK 

SurrOuNdEd bY 

NATurE.

OPPOSiTE | THE 

vIEW OF THE lIvINg 

blOCK FrOM THE 

POOl dECK.


